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Sterling College

B  GRAD SCHOOL PREPARATION WORKSHEET

What Will | Need to Do? How Do I Select the Right School?

QO Complete an Application Form Programs Offered Faculty
ar F Does the school have the degree you're looking for? * Do the faculty hold degrees in fields of expertise from
ay rees Are classes (or degrees) offered on-line? leading universities?
3 Find out which standardized What specializations are available? * What awards, grants, and special recognition have they
. ) Does the program provide real work experience such earned?
test (If any) you Il need to take as practicums or internships? * What professional experiences have they had?

U Write a Personal Statement Are there opportunities to work on research ¢ What research projects have they conducted?
« Iplanto do Xi projects? + What have they published?
planto do A In my career. How long will it take you to complete? * Do the top scholars in the program teach, or are
* A was my first exposure to X.

Factors hey primarily involved in research?
. i * What is the faculty/studentratio?
* B and C have confirmed my mn -

desire to do X. Reputation Choosing
* D and E have prepared me » Is the university accredited? a School
to be successful in this program. f;gﬁ::gg?m LCUELE DTl

* Gaining a graduate degree Does school prestige make a differencein your desired
profession?

from this institution will help Is the program well established or relatively new?
me be successful in X because... = Who has graduated from the program and what are
they doing now?
° (See our Personal Statement * What is the attrition level?
Worksheet for help in creating
your Personal Statement)
U Receive Letters of Recommendation
U Get and pass along Official Transcripts and Test Scores

U Submit your Resume or CV

When Do | Need to Start?
There is much to do in applying for and getting accepted into a grad school. Some of those activities begin
during your Junior year of college. The activities really pick up your Senior year...here’s a summary of what
you’ll need to be doing that year and when:

P> Organize application packages
& PP P 8 P Ask writers for letters of

P> Sign-up for required recommendation

standardized tests P> Prepare for interview (if required)

P> Research financial aid sources P> Check on application/admission status
P> Draft personal statement P> Edit personal P> Verify references have submitted [P If accepted to multiple schools,
statement letters of recommendation notify those you will not attend
‘» Have testing agency ‘» Gather completed letters ‘» Make campus visits
send official test scores of recommendation
Take standardized tests > Submit application P Apply for financial aid P File federal income
(if you haven't already) packages and assistantships tax return for
P Order official transcripts P> Complete application forms need-based aid
P Finalize the list of programs P Finalize personal statement

to which you will apply

* Note: this is a general timeline, deadlines vary from school-to-school

Sterling College Career Services offers a series of Career Guides for our students and alumni.

They can all be found at: https://www.sterling.edu/student-life/career-services/resources
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